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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT
¥ lﬂﬂﬁ‘ N Our North Dakota winter is certainly one of uncertainty. A January with

© temperatures of -30 to -36 degrees and February’s temperatures of sunny and 60
degrees. Hard to believe it is even possible! Before we know it, spring will be here.
Along with our long awaited 2026 NDFCE State Conference!

The State Conference will take place on May 1-2 at the Ramada Inn in Bismarck.
Please mark your calendars and try your best to attend. This year marks the 90th
Birthday of North Dakota FCE, and we plan to celebrate, as well as honor those
many FCE members who came before us. Registration begins at 8:00 on Friday
morning, accompanied by coffee, rolls, and time to connect with FCE friends from
across the state. The keynote speaker will share her story of surviving a severe, life-changing injury, and
another guest will discuss their experience as an accident survivor.

The CHARACTER COUNTS! essay and artwork contest for 4th grade students should focus on the
characteristic of Respect. All 4th grade students—including those in public, private, homeschool, 4-H,
Scouts, or church groups—are eligible to participate. More information is available in this newsletter or
on the NAFCE website.

If you have not emailed copies of your club’s membership, please do that today.

We invite nominations for the “Heart of FCE” award. Nominees need not be club officers. We encourage
you to recognize individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to advancing the well-being of your
club, community, county, or state. The nomination form is attached for your convenience.

A Traveling Trophy will be presented to the club that achieves the highest member attendance at the
state conference. Members are encouraged to attend and also to invite others to join us!

This year’s NDFCE Conference will celebrate FCE’s 90" Birthday! Please come ready to share memories,
and fund stories, pictures, and artifacts from years past.

Looking forward to the 2026 NDFCE Conference in Bismarck!

Chris Marcusen

NDFCE President



SCHOLARSHIPS

North Dakota FCE has many scholarships and grants to award NDFCE members, NDFCE clubs and students. If you
would like more information on the scholarships and grants listed below, please contact me. All applications are
due by April 1steach year. Please send all applications to:

Melissa Eiter

1050 38 12 Ave W

West Fargo, ND 58078

(701)306-0709

joeandmelissa@aol.com

Freshman Scholarship - This is awarded to two or more high school seniors who plan to enroll at an accredited
college or university offering a major in Family or Consumer Sciences or related field leading to a B.S. or B.A.
degree.

Mary Laycock Scholarship- This is awarded each year to a junior enrolled in the College of Human Development
and Education at North Dakota State University for use during the senior year. Mary Laycock served many years as
Barnes County Extension Agent.

Emily Freeman Graduate Scholarship - This is awarded to a North Dakota resident holding a Bachelor Degree in
Human Development and Education or related field who has been accepted in the North Dakota State University
Graduate School to work towards a Master’s degree from the College of Human Development and Education. Emily
Freeman was the Associate Home Economics Leader, NDSU Extension Service, for many years.

Grace DeLong Scholarship - This scholarship is for a North Dakota FCE member interested in improving
employability through additional education or training. One scholarship will be awarded annually. Grace DeLong
was a county, district, and state demonstration leader. Under her leadership the county and state Extension
Homemaker’s Councils were organized; she was instrumental in founding the National Extension Homemaker’s
Council.

Arthur Schultz Memorial Scholarship - This scholarship is for a North Dakota FCE member interested in
improving employability through additional education. One scholarship will be awarded annually. Arthur Schultz
was the Director of the North Dakota Extension Service from 1961-1972. He passed away while serving in that
position.

Arlene Sagness Memorial Grant - Monies will be awarded annually to one or more North Dakota FCE clubs for
community service projects. Arlene Sagness was actively involved in Extension Homemakers (FCE) for 26 years.
Her involvement reached past the club level to the North Dakota Board of Directors and to serving as Safety
Chairman for the National Association for Family and Community Education. Her interest in the Oral History
project of our national organization led to her involvement in our state project. She understood the contributions
that “Memories of North Dakota Homemakers” could make to our organization as well as to all of the citizens of our
state.

FIRST TIMERS AT CONFERENCE

Bee Rettlinger was acknowledged as a first-time attendee at the conference held in Bismarck in April 2025.

We look forward to welcoming Bee again at the 2026 state conference and encourage her to invite
4 another first-time participant or an individual who has not attended a conference recently.


mailto:joeandmelissa@aol.com

Heart of FCE

The Heart of FCE award acknowledges FCE members who contribute to their communities through their FCE
activities. Each county is eligible to nominate an FCE member for this award. Please submit your nomination for
the Heart of FCE for 2026.

Melissa Eiter of West Fargo, ND, a member of the Nonamee FCE club in Cass
County, received the Heart of FCE 2025 award. She has served as Young
Families Coordinator for several years and is recognized as a strong advocate
for FCE. Congratulations, Melissa!

2025 Character Counts! Essay Contest Winners

The winners of the Grade 4 Art & Essay Contest, who attended the conference to present their winning essays on
the theme of “Trustworthiness,” were:

First Place - Elizabeth Wissbrod - Divide County Second Place - Aylin Johnson - Divide County

Arlene Retzlaff with contest winners

2026 CHARACTER COUNTS! Art & Essay Contest

Our essay and artwork contest for 4th graders this year is Respect. First, Second, and Third place will receive a
Character Counts Beanie Baby and a monetary prize. They will be invited to our state conference to read their
essays. Essays should be at least 50 words and the artwork should be in pencil on 8 1/2 x 11 paper. Colored
pencils can also be used. The first place winner is sent to the National Office to compete with students nation wide.

For 2nd and 3rd grade, the subject is “ My best friend” and should be at least 25 words. First, Second, and Third
place will also receive a Character Counts Beanie Baby and cash prize and will be asked to read their essays at our
state conference May 2 in Bismarck.

All essays are to be mailed by April 15t to Arlene Retzlaff, 1148 Senior Ave, Dickinson, ND 58601

Please let the students in your area know about the contest and encourage them to enter.

Make plans to attend the conference to hear these awesome essays!!




2025 Conference Highlights

g N,

Searching for Chocolate lesson
by Melissa & Joanne
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Entertainment by Herlof Huso
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Your Beautiful Liver Lesson

Chair Yoga activity Melissa. Joanne, Deb

Chris and Arlene demonstrating how to make protein balls.

Membership Awards
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Norih Dakota Association for Family B
and Community Education

| North Dakota Association for Family |
and Community Education it

25 years

20 years Nonamee FCE, Cass County

Home & Away FCE, Foster County



NDFCE Board of Directors

North Dakota Association for Family
and Community Education

Front row: Chris Marcusen, Arlene Retzlaff

Back row: Susan Ingebretson, Veronica Davis, Deb Faldalen, Joanne Kaeding,
Ann VandeHoven, Melissa Eiter



2026 NDFCE Annual Conference
Registration

90 HAPPY YEARS OF FCE!

May 12, 2026

Ramada Bismarck

1400 Interchange Ave
Bismarck, ND 58501

First Name Last Name

Address City State Zip
County Phone number Email address

Membership Type: NDFCE Member Mailbox Non-Member

Is this your first time attending a NDFCE Annual Conference? Yes No

Are you the official delegate for your county? Yes No

Full two -day registration $150.00 $

(Includes meals, refreshments, speakers, educational sessions and materials.)

One Day Registration : Friday $100 Saturday $70 $

Total Enclosed $

Please enclose total registration payment and send to North Dakota FCE along with this completed registration
form to Ann VandeHoven, 7530 Hwy 200, Carrington, ND 58421

Motel reservations are NOT included in the registration fee.
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2026 NDFCE Conference
May 1 & 2

e

Ramada Bismarck
1400 Interchange Ave
Bismarck, ND 58501

The room rate is $119/night for a double or single king.

Call the Ramada Bismarck at 701-258-7000 soon to book your room
and mention NDFCE for the special rate.

Each club is asked to bring to conference:

Items for the dollar auction with the theme of “Celebrate” to go with

“90 Happy Years of FCE.”

Suggestions might be balloons, centerpieces, candles,

party games, favors, etc., anything you might use in a celebration.

Gift baskets of items for the Silent Auction

Please attach club name and county to basket




Heart of FCE Award
Nomination Form

Club County

Date Due: EACH Club County may submit ONE nominee.
Send one copy to the County/ State President.

| would like to nominate:

Name of nominee

Address City State zip phone

Club Name
Please attach a photograph.

Briefly describe recommendation for the Heart of FCE Award. Please include individual effort,
any project and results, or other contributions made by the nominee while working in FCE.

Name of person submitting nomination Office title

Address City State Zip Phone





























