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Greetings!
The National FCE Annual Conference held in Memphis in July was a real treat! We received new FCL workshops and
Hearth Fire lessons. We learned about the Mississippi Delta (it’s not where you think it is!) and the music that
originated there. Jacquie Castañeda and Sandra Sharp-Self from SEMO Rescue and Restore informed us about
forced labor. To help them in their effort, we donated 127 bandanas for distribution in the fields. Ninety-eight bags of
personal and inspirational items as well as cash were assembled and donated to a local outreach program, Bridge of
Hope.
Program award brochure winners are: Action: Missouri 1st, Kansas 2nd; Leadership: Hawaii, 1st; Kansas, 2nd;
Education: Kansas, 1st. Open Category brochures: Marketing: Patti Malanaphy, OR, 1st; Ann Luther, TN, 2nd. Essay
& Artwork contest winners: 1st – Alli Hornung (CO); 2nd – Allyson Yeung (NE); 3rd – Emma Jillson (MD).
Congratulations to all the winners . . . and thanks to all who entered.
We danced the “hokey pokey” and sort of did the chicken dance. We laughed a lot, ate a lot of good food, made new
friends and were so happy to see old friends. If you missed it, make plans now to attend next year’s conference in
Omaha!
Prospective board members, both state and national, are more difficult to recruit partly because of our smaller
membership numbers. During the business meeting at conference, there was a bylaw change. It is as follows:
A motion was made to amend Article V, Section 2d by substituting the following: A candidate (except state president)
may hold a state office while serving on the National FCE Board. A state president must have completed their term of
office in the state affiliate by January 1 of the year following election at National FCE Annual Conference. The required
unanimous vote was noted, the amendment was adopted.
When we need to “tighten our belts” in our household budgets, one of the first things we do is look at the various ways
we are spending money on “little” things. Again, because of our smaller membership numbers, National FCE is forced
to tighten our belt even more on some “little” things. We looked at the ways money is being spent. With our shrinking
membership, our Pitney Bowes postage meter, scale, etc. is no longer needed. With our lease expiring, we cancelled
that contract.
We are also cancelling our toll-free number. Each call received costs FCE money. Most of us have cell phones with
free long distance. The National Board felt this would save money each year.
In addition, effective October 15, actual shipping and handling costs will be paid by members instead of the present
tiered system as we have gone to a new postage system.
Credit card orders MUST be over $10. We pay 3 processing fees for each card transaction: We pay MPS billing and
credit card chain fee each month plus the lease payment for the machine.
Our smaller newsletter is another cost-cutting measure. Once a year a 4-page newsletter will save about $1,200.
Please understand that these steps are necessary to conserve our limited resources. If you have questions or
comments, please do not hesitate to email or call me. My contact information is on our website.
Thank you for your understanding and support.
Lynn

COMMENTS from CONNIE!
By Connie Larrington
I am honored to serve as a Public Policy Coordinator on
the National FCE Board. I live in northern Nebraska and
love being an FCE member. Among many assigned
tasks on the National Board, each of the Public Policy
Coordinators write and present an FCL lesson each year.
These programs are presented in a way that every
member is able to take it home and have all the tools to
present a lesson or program to your local group.
Each year National Conference is like a big family
reunion, a time to renew friendships, catch up on each
other’s lives as well as make new friends at each event.
We also have the opportunity to learn about what is good
in each state as well as help each other with the
challenges they may face. We also had the opportunity
to participate in three new FCL programs and three new
Hearth Fire programs.
A year ago the Human Trafficking information was
introduced at Kansas City where we had eye-opening
programs from those in the know about the sex
trafficking. This year in Memphis yet again we were
presented a very informative program about labor
trafficking. One of the statistics that stuck with me is that
there are more slaves in the world than ever before in
history. During the civil war there were people who fought
and gave their lives to free the slaves in this country. Do
we have an obligation to do what we can to free the
slaves in our communities today? Our members opened
their pocketbooks and their hearts by donating items to
make about 100 bags of personal items to be donated to
women’s shelter as well as over 200 handkerchiefs to be
given to those who may be a slave laborer.
A Hearth Fire was also presented this year with a great
deal of information about the Human Trafficking issue that
likely is in your community as well as lots of facts to
share with your members and those in your community. I
was honored to work on this Hearth Fire with Jeanne
Purich. We as FCE members need to do all we can to
become informed on this issue and to spread the word to
as many people as we can.

I hope to see many, many members at National
Conference in 2017 in my state, Nebraska.

2017 NATIONAL FCE ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
“BE ALL YOU CAN BE”
JULY 20-23, 2017
DOWNTOWN DOUBLETREE HILTON
HOTEL
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

Hearth Fire workshops at National FCE
Conference 2016
From Kristin Walker
Those that attended the 2016 National FCE Annual
Conference brought items for trafficking victims and took
home information for helping victims. Hearth Fire # 62:
Someone’s asking… about Human Trafficking by Jeanne
Purich and Connie Larrington provides FCE members
with warning signs to watch for. Attendees shared that
they learned, “How to report” and “How to help.” One
member noted it was helpful…”just knowing it is so out
there, even in small towns.” Attendees suggested
working with law enforcement, doing workshops in
schools libraries and community meetings, and sharing
the Hearth Fire in club meetings. Many attendees were
impressed with the background knowledge of the
presenters.
The second Hearth Fire prepared for 2016 is by Scott
Teeples and Wanda Briddelle # 63: Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren. Participants learned many resources for
helping communities confront the growing issue of
grandchildren needing greater daily care. In fact, one
member noted, “I did not realize the stats were so high!”
Another member suggested setting up support groups.
Attendees learned some of the legal issues that vary from
state to state. For example, some states do not give
grandparents the right to enroll grandchildren in school.
Presented with well-seasoned trainers, coupled with a lot
of sharing among the attendees, the workshop was loved
by many.
A third new one was written by Sharon Giacometti and
Marian Hannon Hearth Fire # 64: Someone’s
asking…How do I manage my Obesity? gave FCE
members practical and hopeful ideas for feeling better
physically. One member reported, “ I didn’t realize that
exercising didn’t have to be painful.” Members learned
how to calculate BMI (body mass index), which gives a
person an idea of their risk for diabetes. Other members
shared that they appreciated learning about emotional
eating and the facts about different diets. “I need to eat
smaller portions,” one attendee shared. Participants said
this would be great to do for church groups. They
participated in a fun exercise using something as simple
as a paper plate! Everyone loved this activity and the
enthusiasm of the workshop’s presenters. You can
contact National FCE Headquarters if you would like
information about this exercise.

ACWW TRIENNIAL REPORT
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK
COVENTRY, ENGLAND
The ACWW Triennial was informative, entertaining, and
fabulous! Total attendance was over 650, ten of which were
FCE members. Myrl & Maida Hawley (MI), Jeanne & Ed
Purich (MD), Sue Van Slyke (MD), Ardyce Snyder (ND),
Edna Crain (MO), Bonnie Teeples (OR), Patti Malanaphy
(OR), and Lynn Maples (MO) represented National FCE.
The new USA Area President is Jo Almond. Welcome, Jo!
Open-mic night featured talented members who were brave
enough to entertain us. Our own Sue Van Slyke from
Maryland stood alone on the stage to sing. There was a
little bit of a glitch with her music – so she did a tiny bit of
“soft-shoe.” Then she sang “Hello, Young Lovers.” She
was wonderful!!! We were so proud!
An English Cultural Night was presented with various forms
of entertainment – singing, dancing, a recreation of a
medieval court.
The following resolutions were adopted:
The New Constitution Shale Gas
Food Sovereignty
Protecting supply of water
Fructose
Vaccination against potentially
Sustainable Energy
eradicable diseases
One resolution was tabled until next Triennial – Individual
member votes
Recommendations adopted:
Illegal immigrant border children
Refugees
Regulation of gold-mining industry
Our day tour included visits to the Blakesley House and the
Needles Museum.
The 29th ACWW Triennial will be held in Melbourne, Australia,
in 2019
The 30th ACWW Triennial will be held in Kuantan, Pahang,
Malaysia in 2022.
Report respectfully submitted,
Lynn Maples

FCE State Presidents
National FCE needs the following from you:
Following your elections this fall, send a list of your
state officers with contact information to FCE Headquarters
for our website. (Also include the year in which their terms
end.)
Your State’s Heart of FCE recipient. (Send by April
15 to HQ)
Do you have someone you can nominate for Spirit
of FCL?

THE LEGACY FUND
Originally, 400 willing members were to contribute $5,000
each (whether in a lump sum or yearly or monthly
installments). This would yield our organization a
principal amount of $2,000,000. The interest on this
amount from investments or savings would give the
organization $80,000 (+/-) yearly.
It has evolved to how it is defined today. The Legacy
Fund is invested with Edward Jones. Contributions of
any amount (although $100 or more are encouraged) are
accepted. They are to be mailed to the Treasurer. At
present the Treasurer is Charlene Budd. On January 1,
2017, Susie Martell will assume the position of National
FCE Treasurer. Their addresses are listed on our
website.
At present, there is a little over $30,000 in the Legacy
Fund.

FCE delegation enjoying their time at the ACWW Triennial Conference!
From left to right, front row: Ardyce Snyder, Lynn Maples, Edna Crain, Jeanne Purich
back row: Betty Goldammer, Sue Van Slyke, Bonnie Teeples, Patti Malanaphy
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