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2025 Heart of FCE Winners 
 

Alaska 

Bonnie Shurleff 
 Willow FCE Club President Bonnie Shurleff of Alaska has been a 

member of FCE for 20 Years. Bonnie has held numerous offices within 

FCE to include secretary for the state FCE and Mat-Su district. 

(Matanuska and Susitna -  These are the names of two rivers in the area). 

Bonnie works behind the scenes doing important paperwork such as 

securing the gaming permit for the Mat-Su district for the past several 

years. Bonnie is an active volunteer for the Houston Booster Club, Willow 

Elementary and the community’s after school programs. Boonie Shurleff 

was awarded “The Good Neighbor Gold Pan Award“ by community leaders. This award is given 

to individuals for their community service and non-profit work.  

 

Colorado 

La Rayne Piper 
 La Rayne Piper of Colorado is a member of the Hilltop Doers FCE Club. And 

she is a ‘Doer’! LaRayne has been a member of two other clubs before 

joining the Hilltop Doer’s club in EL Paso County. LaRayne is a great support 

and helping hand at all club meetings and county projects. This year she 

delivered 109 boxes of Valentines to two charities in Colorado Springs. 

LaRayne has donated goods to the homeless youth center in Colorado 

Springs called “The Place.”  Her kindness doesn’t stop there as she is the 

caretaker for two adult women with multiple disabilities. LaRayne’s steadiness and positive 

attitude has made her a valuable member of this club. 

Hawaii 

Patricia Kubo 
Patricia Kubo is a 42-year member of Winward Oahu Council in Hawaii. 

Not only has Pat served her council in every aspect (President, Secretary, 

Treasurer/Historian) she serves on the State Board currently as Treasurer. 

Pat continues to bring creative and inexpensive ideas, so members have 

fun to take back to their council. Besides being very active in FCE she 

continues to volunteer to do income taxes every year for the community. 

Pat is currently serving as the Ikebana Association ‘s president. (Ikebana is 

the art of Japanese flower arranging.)  Pat’s willingness to serve is 

unprecedented and there is always a SMILE! 



Kansas 

Earlene Ganoung 

 

Earlene Ganoung of What’s New FCE in Kansas is a 46-year active 

member. Serving in many positions of leadership during those 

years as president, vice president, and county council 

representative. Earlene’s service has continued as secretary and 

treasurer on the council as well. 

Earlene is meticulous in planning and carrying out a plan. We have 

been privileged to have her input on so many projects. Earlene 

puts her heart into FCE and her baking since her pie won the FCE 

Grand Champion Food at the fair. 

 

Maryland 

Jeanne Gillis 
Jeanne Gillis of the Lunch Bunch Club in Maryland, is a second-

generation member joining after her mother. Jeanne serves as the 

membership chair for Maryland FCE and as County treasurer. Jeanne 

works with the FCE Blanket making project making blankets for those 

in need and also participates in the yard and craft sales. 

Ms. Gillis along with her sister, began the “You be the Judge” contest 

at the County Fair. This program encourages exhibitors to 

make/donate items and lets fairgoers vote on their favorites. Jeanne 

partnered with another FCE member to present the Rabies Program with specifics for our 

county to club members. 

 

Nebraska 

Jane Mehaffey 

 Jane Mehaffey is an enthusiastic member of Rawhide FCE in 

Nebraska since 1976. Along with local, county, and state leadership 

positions, Jane is serving as the 2025 Southwest District Director. In 

2022 Jane organized the State Convention in Fremont. As a former 

elementary school teacher Jane still substitute teaches and helps 

with the schools contests as an organizer and judge. Jane is very 

involved in her church as a member of the choir and a CCD teacher 

(Confraternity of Christian Doctrine). Jane still finds time to help her 

husband Richard with his ham radio duties 



Oregon 

Anna Massingham 

 Anna Massingham is a 50-year member of the Lost Creek FCE Study 

Group in Oregon. Anna has spent many years as the District Director and 

has also served as the Alumni Study Group Council President. Anna has 

served as the Vice President and President of our local group. During 

State Conferences you will find Anna working and helping in the ‘county 

store.’  For many years Anna traveled to central Oregon to be at the state 

board meetings. 

 

 

Tennessee 

Melinda Browning 
Melinda Browning has been a member of the FCE Sharing Hearts 

Club in Tennessee for five years. Melinda has served as the Vice 

President of her club for the past three years. Melinda represents her 

club at the county council meetings. She contributes over 1500 CVU’s 

annually, impacting well over 10,000 individuals. Throughout the 

years she has actively participated in ALL club projects, including 

donating school supplies, collecting canned goods for the local food 

pantry, teaching craft classes and making wreaths and Alzheimer’s 

blankets for local nursing homes. Melinda’s commitment to FCE is unwavering, she truly 

embodies what FCE is all about 

 

Virginia 

Jessica Penn 

 

Jessica Penn of Virginia, a member of The Madison-Seminole FCE Club 

has a rich background in FCE as she is a third-generation member. During 

Jessica’s 22-year FCE membership, she has proven to be a great asset to 

our club, county, and state; having served as club secretary, currently 

serving as club president, county treasurer, and state ODE (Oregon 

Department of Education) newsletter editor. 

Jessica also participates in various projects within her church and 

community with an emphasis on area youth. This young lady is an 

exemplary example of the benefits of FCE! 



 

 

 

SPIRIT of FCL WINNER for 2025 

 

 
Our Spirit of FCL winner for 2025 was a project manager for the installation of a Storybook Trail 

for the City of Erin. She worked with city leaders, coordinated efforts of volunteers from the 

Arts & Heritage Council, County Community Health Foundation, State Arts Commission, Safe 

Harbor Recovery Center and the Erin Rotary to assemble and install this very special trail. 

She used her FCL training to actively take steps to organize and coordinate this large team to 

complete this Storybook Trail. She used newly learned delegation skills to make this all 

happen. She also learned how to properly pack concrete. 

In the end the Storybook Trail is now part of a beautiful city park. Hundreds used this park and 
trail on a weekly basis. Children now enjoy walking with parents and reading a story along the 
way. 

MELINDA CONWELL 

Erin, TN 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
 



2025 National FCL Certifications from  

2024 Conference to Present 

 

30 Hour Leader Certification 

Melissa Browning, TN     Sandra Deming, TN                                               

Dana Evans, TN      Janie Jones, TN 

Joy McLerran, TN      Callie Moody, TN 

Tammy Patterson, TN      Martha Peters, TN 

Sandra Poston, TN          Carol Zurawski, TN 

 

 

60 Hour Training Certification 

Myra Fisher, TN 

Barbara Isabell, TN 

Susie Rogers, TN 

Teresa Vinson, TN 

  

Thank you for your hard work in FCL!! 

 

 



2025 ESSAY and ARTWORK 

Trustworthiness 

4th Grade 

 

1st Place ~Samantha Lamenew, Maryland 

“The Power of Trustworthiness” 

 

 

2nd Place ~Brielle Kite, Colorado 

“Trustworthiness” 

 

 

3rd Place ~ Forrest McKinny, Kansas 

“Forrest’s Trustworthiness Essay” 

 

 

 

 



 

2025 ESSAY  

Trustworthiness 

Highschool 

 

First Place~ Ashley Nugent-Mississippi 

“Trustworthiness” 

 

Second Place~ Lucas Smith-Oregon 

“Fueling the Machine” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2025 AWARDS AND CERTIFICATES 

The following awards and certificates were presented at the 2025 National FCE Conference.  

All vouchers presented are money toward the 2026 National FCE conference registration.  

All winners and entries received a certificate of recognition or appreciation. 

 

Open Category Brochure (recognition certificate) 

Membership/Marketing 

$100 voucher 1st place Scott Teeples - Oregon 

FCE Tools 

$100 voucher 1st place Scott Teeples - Oregon 

Other 

$100 voucher 1st place Scott Teeples - Oregon 

 

Program/Project Report (appreciation certificate) 

Barbara Thomas – Alaska 

DeLores Walden – Kansas 

Kaycee Smith – Tennessee 

Betty Mayo – Missouri 

Scott Teeples - Oregon 

Judy Grove - Virginia 

 

Scholarship Report (appreciation certificate) 

Barbara Thomas - Alaska 

Denise Smith – Hawaii 

Betty Mayo – Missouri  

 

Program Award Book (recognition certificate) 

EDUCATION 

$50 voucher 2nd place Tennessee  

$25 voucher 3rd place Kansas 

 

LEADERSHIP 

$25 voucher 3rd place Tennessee 

 

ACTION 

$100 voucher 1st place Kansas 

$50 voucher 2nd place Tennessee 

 

An FCE Star paperweight along with a certificate of appreciation  

was awarded to Scott Teeples for administration of the National FCE Website. 



Community Service Reports 
(Certificate of Appreciation was awarded to each) 

 

Randolph County - Missouri  
“Craft and Gift Show” 

All 15 members are involved in our 45th annual fund raiser to help high school seniors and 

anyone at any age to continue their education. Our 2024 show had 109 vendors. Each shopper 

pays a small fee. There were 78 volunteer hours, and we reached approximately 810 non-

members. We did not reach the amount of money that we usually get from the annual Craft and 

Gift Show because we had to have the show in a different place in 2024. With our profits we 

gave two $500 scholarships to a senior student in each of the 4 high schools.  We are not going 

to give scholarships at the college because in the last 4 years we have not heard who received 

the scholarships and never got a thank you from those. 

 

Southwest Association for Family & Community Education  
“Rabies Prevention in Canines” 

We could work with the Humane Society of Yuma and sponsor a rabies clinic for canines and 

thereby support the Sustainable Goals of ACWW, which is to eliminate canine rabies by 2030. 

The FCE Annual Community Bazaar is held on the same day and in the same place. The Humane 

Society and FCE each did their own publicity but included the other in the ads.$1200 was the 

dollar amount set per event. 2024 was our 53rd year holding this event. The 4 of us monitored 

the rabies clinic and managed all the vendors and shoppers for the bazaar. The humane society 

has about 20 volunteers with 60 hours and FCE has 10 hours per year. Our project has reached 

600 canines for the rabies vaccination, we have spent $3600, with 210 hours contributed and 

have reached at least 15,000 over the three years. 

 

Lewisburg FCE Club – Tennessee 
“A Helping Hand for Junior’s House” 

Junior’s House operates a satellite in our community. Their initiative is to ease the pain of 

having to relive a bad experience by assisting a child from an abuse situation to tell their story 

once, have it videotaped so that it will follow them through their court process, having to only 

relive the incident one time. Our club decided to adopt Junior’s House for one of our 

community outreach projects. We enjoy supplying office needs and items for child growth and 

entertainment. We never cease to be gratified by the enthusiasm our help receives. 22 

members will continue our effort. We estimate 125 were touched including family, staff, and 

clients. The total dollar amount estimate was $439 with 126 items donated. From the thank you 

notes we deemed the project a success. A representative spoke at our meeting to inform the 

group about their mission and goals. 

 

 



 

Overton County – Tennessee 
“Fidget Quilts for Nursing Homes” 

Our goal was to help residents, especially those with dementia that live in our nursing homes, to 

each have their own fidget quilt. Donations covered most of the cost, but we did have a 

fundraiser of a sale of trash to treasure. An average of 8 members worked from week to week 

with 200 hours being spent. We were able to make 16 quilts to give away. Each quilt had 

different sensory materials attached. All quilts were 16” x 16”, machine washable with very 

durable materials. 

 

 

Lawrence County – Tennessee 
“Quilts for Veterans” 

26 FCE members each contributed in one way or another. We held a bake sale to help cover 

costs that amounted to $165.14. 443 volunteer hours were spent making quilts and we gave 19 

quilts to veterans. The Elks Lodge donated the location for our ceremony, musicians donated 

talent, and the Senior Center donated space for sewing. Our quilter is a veteran, and she gave 

her services for free. We had a booth during a District Fair and during the health fair at the 

Senior Center. 

 

 

Cheatham County Day Club – Tennessee 
“Blankets From Ben” 

The Blankets From Ben organization gives homemade blankets to organ donors and their 

families. We thought this was a great cause and wanted to participate. Six members spent $80 

on materials and also donated money. 55 non-FCE people were reached and 40 volunteer hours 

spent on the project. We planned to make 10 but were able to present 15 blankets. It was a 

great feeling to exceed our goal. We partnered with the Cheatham County Public Library to 

deliver the blankets. A member of their staff was a recipient of a blanket from the organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Smith County – Tennessee 
“Chocolate Extravaganza” 

Smith County FCE clubs organized a chocolate extravaganza to be held on Valentine’s Day, to 

raise money to donate to the Heritage Museum. This will help ensure the history and culture of 

our county while spreading information about FCE. We had 115 members that participated and 

volunteered 439 hours preparing for the sale. Each member donated/made two dozen plus 

homemade chocolate candy. We sold a sandwich size box for $5.00 with a dozen pieces in each 

box. The Chamber is free to use for the sale. We sold 272 boxes of chocolate and made $1360. 

 

 

Wilson County – Tennessee 
“Blankets of Love” 

175 “Blankets of Love” were needed to give each police officer patrol car in the county a 

blanket. The blankets are given at accident scenes to those in need. WCFCE got a $500 grant 

from Walmart. Some supplies were purchased from Smart Art who gave a discount in honor of 

the project. 40 FCE members cut, folded, sewed, pressed, and packaged the blankets in 1,400 

hours of volunteer work! We finished with 187 blankets that were then donated to four 

different police/sheriff’s departments. 387 people were reached. The Wilson County 

Fairgrounds provided free workspace. 

 

 
 


