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from the President
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April 21, 2026

Happy Spring Everyone!

It looks 1like winter is still
trying to hang around with the
snow we are getting, especially
when all the old snow had almost
melted.

Associated Country Women of the
World (ACWW) is challenging you
to join in on the Women Walk the
World on April 29. The reason for
this is so you can donate an
amount that you think is
reasonable for the time spent on
whatever you decide to do. You
can walk around in your home or
get a group together to ski, walk
or have a quilting or knitting
party. We as FCE members are
already members of ACWW.

These donations or any donations
made at any time to ACWW will
help them to accomplish their
goals of finding new ways to
attack food insecurities and
ending violence against women and
girls. There is a 1long 1list of
types of violence: Psychological,
Physical, Forced marriages,
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Sexual violence, including rape

and stalking. While women as
targets number significantly
higher than men, we should

remember that men have been and
still are targets as well.

The National FCE Conference 1is
scheduled for July 21-23, 2026,
in Erlanger, Kentucky.
Registration fee is $300, this

includes lunch and dinner. Hotel
rate is $129 per night, and
breakfast can be bought in the

restaurant. There is also a tour
that you can choose to go on or

do a crafting project at the
hotel. The forms are on the
website (nafce.org/2026national-
conference-info) to print and
fill out.
Bonnie
Teeples,

National FCE
President,

(some Alaska
FCE members
met her and
her husband
Scott when
they attended
an Alaska FCE
Annual Conference) encourages
State Treasurers to let the Club
Treasurers know to make sure that
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all addresses, email and phone
numbers are correct before
sending them to the National
Treasurer. They are trying to
make sure everyone has a
membership ID card.

There is also a membership
contest that National FCE is
doing with prizes. More
information will be available
soon, so try to recruit as many

new members as possible.

We need to form a Nominating
Committee. I would 1like to have
at least one person from each
district. I would also appreciate
it if someone would volunteer.

from the Vice President
Rosie Burgess
April 21, 2026

Duties of +the vice president
include encouraging educational
programming and promoting the FCE
organization. I have been
brainstorming ideas to do just
that.

Does the idea of a statewide

educational project appeal to
you? If so, I would 1like your
input as to what topics you may
like to learn more about. Some
ideas may be selecting a country
to learn more about it's history,
foods and customs, learning more
about outer space and space
missions, an event in American
history such as the Civil war, a
topic like gardening, health
issues or maybe Alaskan history.
I envision selecting a topic and
each club delving into what
interests them and perhaps
sharing at state conference.
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To promote FCE, it is always good
to have our signage at every
event you hold. Having brochures
that tell about your club and how
to join is a great tool to hand
out any time vyou are in the
public eye. Asking your friends
and neighbors to join can
increase membership.

I also have two collector quality
handmade fur Eskimo dolls that
are gifted to Alaska FCE Dby
former member, Leslie Grogan. Her
intention was for us to use these
as a fundraiser. Do you have any
creative ideas to both promote
Alaska FCE and raise money at the
same time? A raffle is the
obvious way, but I am sure there
must be other ways . . . maybe an
auction or on e-bay, etsy etc???

As Vice President, I look forward
to developing your ideas.

Cheers!

)

SARY
]

In addition:

America 250!!
Rosie Burgess

One of the duties of the Alaska
FCE Vice President is to promote

educational programs in our
clubs. As your newly elected
Vice President, I would like to
suggest an educational project

that your members may enjoy.
Let’s learn more about America by



each member telling about their
hometowns at their club meetings.
We started doing this in Homer
with me telling about my hometown
of Two Harbors, Minnesota. Sandy
Garity will be next, and we’'ll
each have a chance to share. Tell
where it is located; Two Harbors
is located on the north shore of
Lake Superior, named for the fact
there are two natural harbors
there making it a perfect place
to ship iron ore from the Iron

Range in northern Minnesota.
Share history that is of
interest; more Scandinavian

people settled in Minnesota than

anywhere else 1in the US. Two
Harbors had more Swedes settle
there than anywhere else in
Minnesota. The company, 3M was

started here. 3M means Minnesota
Mining and Manufacturing. Share
about the people and what they do
for a 1living; the character
“Porky “ of the Little Rascals
was from Two Harbors . If you
have photos to share, it will
make your talk more interesting.
If you’d like, do a 1little
research and learn something even
you didn’t know about your
hometown.

I hope you’ll find this project a
fun way to celebrate America’s
250th birthday!

NEEDED: Nominees for Alaska
FCE President, Secretary, and
Treasurer.

Please consider who might be good
candidates. Consider running for
one of these offices yourself.
Don’t wait for a call, volunteer!
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from the Historian
Sharon Taylor

I have received no obituaries or
pictures for the history and
memorial books. And I had to
leave all of the Historian
records with Sue Selk as I did
not want to take them on my trip
with me.

Sharon Taylor
PO Box 2035
Petersburg AK 99833-2035

2026 Alaska FCE Membership by
District and by Club

As of April 20, 2026

Barbara Thomas

State
Individual 36
Senior 28
Family 10 = 20
State Members Only 2
Total 86

Anchorage

Individuals 2
Seniors 7
Total 9

Homer
Individuals 2
Seniors 3
Family 1 = 2
Total 7

Mat-Su District

Lazy River

Individuals 5
Seniors 2
Families 6 = 12

Total 21



She-Mon-Sun

Individuals 6
Seniors 2
Family 1 = 2
Total 10
Talkeetna
Individual 1
Seniors 2
Total 3
Wasilla
Individuals 4
Seniors 2
Total 6
Mat-Su District Total 38

Northern District

17 Mile
Individual 12
Seniors 7
Families 2 = 4
Total 23
Tok-A-Tan
Individual 1
Senior 3
Total 4

Northern District Total 27

Greater Alaska

Individuals 3
State Member Only 2
Total 5

from the Editor
Rieta Walker

Thank vyou to all members who
submit reports or other items for
the newsletter and thank you to
all who read it. I especially
appreciate receiving items before
the meeting.
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Because this is the first issue
of the year, I will need to take
some extra time to wupdate the
mailing list. Most members
receive FaCEs via email, but I
still send a few copies (at my
own expense) via USPS.

In addition: At the very end of
this issue I have added 2
personal accounts, one from
President Mabel Quilliam and the
other from Historian Sharon
Taylor. As FCE friends we are
interested in each other: both
Mabel and Sharon were involved in
car accidents.

I also put Sue Selk’s evaluation

summary near the end of the
newsletter.

@@!%é‘ @ang/ #

2025 Alaska FCE Annual Conference
Denim and Diamonds
Sue Selk

Greetings Everyone from Sue Selk
(“ex"” Alaska FCE Vice President)

I've just finally mailed out my
report on the 2025 Alaska FCE

Annual Conference evaluations
that I collected and reviewed and
summarized for you all. (Sorry
I'm so far behind my intended

report date!) I mailed the full



reports by “snail mail” (as I am

“old school” and “behind the
times”) to the state officers and
each district president, but I
also sent an *“overall summary”
page by email +to Rieta and

handed out a few copies to the
Mat-Su team, planners of this
year’'s conference, and so it can
be read at the board meeting
tomorrow, if anyone is
interested. I will probably not
be able to attend the meeting as
my husband is dragging me off on
a little road trip 1leaving early
am! (plus I'm not on the board
anymore, so not required to
attend, but I will try to get on
the Zoom call for a bit before we
go, if I possibly can!) Hope you
all have a productive meeting.

Harvest of Knowledge
2026 Alaska FCE Annual
Conference

At the most recent planning
committee meeting work was done
on finalizing classes and general
sessions.

A logo was agreed on - a
cornucopia to go with the theme
of “Harvest of Knowledge” but the
art work is not finished.

The basic cost will be $450.00
per person. A reduction was made
in the previous estimate Dby
applying the excess from the 2025
conference. [See minutes in this
issue for details. - RW]
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Ninety Years of Memories!

Dear National FCE Members,

2026 is the 90th anniversary of
the formation of FCE!!! That is a
great accomplishment these days!
To help celebrate our Ninety-year
journey, the National Board has
voted to put together a booklet
that will be a collection of
great recipes you may or may not

have gotten through FCE, vyour
tips to make 1life simpler, and
memories of your time and

friendships within FCE!

Please think about your Jjourney
through FCE and some of the best
times you had with others, search
your files for recipes and
household hints, and share your
thoughts and special memories
about this wonderfully unique and
long-lived organization that we
all love and honor.

We know that these memories,
recipes and or tips that will be
enjoyed by all ©National FCE
members for many years to come.

Please send all submissions to
(This is the preferred method)
Bonnie Teeples
bdteeples@charter.net



mailto:bdteeples@charter.net

If you need to mail
submission, please send to
Bonnie Teeples

4338 Arthur Street

Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603

your

Copied from December 2025

FCE TODAY The Official Publication of the
National Association for Family and
Community Education and published by
request; see minutes of the April 21
Board Meeting.

[Editor’s note - An earlier NAFCE

booklet Memories are Made of
This, Recollections, Recipes,
Household Hints was published
some years ago. Contributors of

memories, recipes, and hints
included Alaska members Margaret
Guldseth, Rosie Selk, and Barbara
Thomas, and, past NAFCE president
from Hawaii Oarlene Wingate, who
visited Alaska FCE during her
tenure. ]

District Reports

Anchorage

No representative, no written
report.

President Mable Quilliam had
spoken to Nancy Heckart,
Anchorage president. Nancy said
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that she was doing okay. The FCE
group meets when they can.
Anchorage member Vi Markson
passed away; her obituary was
sent to former Historian Mary
Hensel rather than current
Historian Sharon Taylor.

Homer
Rosie Burgess, President
April 21, 2026

Homer FCE is kind of like a bear
who hibernates during the
winter. During the cold, windy,
icy, and snowy months, we prefer
to stay in and limit our
activity.

The November meeting was a time
of sharing our Alaska FCE Annual
Conference experiences. Four
members attended and received a
variety of scholarships from our
club, our district and Alaska
FCE. We appreciate the financial
help as costs keep rising.

December always features a lovely

Christmas celebration dinner
hosted by Paula Riley in her
home.

Our January meeting was spent
visiting Dbefore assembling 49
more Raise-a-Reader® packets. We
also made the decision to not
hold a retreat. It was impossible
to get a solid commitment from
the hotel for setting a date.
There has been a change in the
management, and the gal we dealt
with in past years was not able
to help us.

Our Vice President, Sandy Garity,
always has handy hints and
the newest in health topics that



she shares at each meeting. She
also presents the Hearth Fire
Series. We were proud to hear
that she won a spelling contest!

This spring, we are gearing up to
make more denim items and sell
them at a bazaar.

We would also 1like to volunteer
to present an activity for Get
Acquainted Night at the 2026
Conference.

On the fun side it was decided
that none of us would agree to
get matching tattoos!!

As we all age, cope with our
infirmities, and life situations,
we are continuing with our club
when possible.

Cheerfully presented by
Rosie Burgess
Homer District President

Mat-Su
Barbara Thomas, President
April 21, 2026

Our weather has given us a little
interruption on spring’s arrival.
And we really deserve a nice
spring and summer after the
disastrous windstorms snd cold we
had all winter. We had our annual
Spring Luncheon at the Willow
Community Center with our Willow
She-Mon-Sun club members
providing a delightful meal. Our
theme was “Happy Birthday USA”.
Attendees were encouraged to wear
patriotic colors of red, white,
and Dblue. Bonnie Shurtleff had
asked everyone who had served in
the military or had family
members who served to send her
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pictures that she used to create
displays for all the tables. We
had two current members who
served in the military: Sue Reed
and Kathy Huston. Also, many
pictures of Elverda Lincoln who

served in the Navy; the photos
were gathered form her 100th
birthday celebration. The
luncheon is not only a

celebration of spring but also a
celebration of all the work our
members do for FCE, families, and
their communities.

We have started working on the
2026 Alaska FCE Annual
Conference. The theme for the
Conference is “Harvest of

Knowledge”, and our logo will be
a cornucopia (horn of plenty).
The dates are Monday evening,
September 21, through Friday
morning, September 25. We would
welcome volunteers from other
districts to teach a class or
workshop. If you have suggestions
for a class but don’'t want to
teach, we will welcome those
ideas.

We are also starting on the State
Fair demonstrations and pie
contest. The category for the pie
contest 1is Red, White, and Blue
to go along with the 250th
birthday of the USA. The theme
for this year’s Fair is *“90 Years
with You”. Also Homemakers/FCE
has been presenting dem-
onstrations for 90 years since
the very first Fair in 1936. The
dates are Friday, August 21,
through Labor Day, September 7. I
am retiring from being the
Demonstration Coordinator, and
Lina Lopez is taking that role. I
am working with her during this
transition. There was a surprise



celebration for my retirement at
our January district meeting.

We started our Raise-a-Reader®
Books for Newborns program in the
fall using our new book written
by Jill Martinson Mamma Bear the
Reader Teaches the Alphabet. We
are currently providing packets
to 4 midwiferies in Mat-Su.

Our Talkeetna club had their 2026
quilt at our Spring Luncheon.

Raffle tickets are still only
$2.00. Talkeetna members will be
selling tickets through the

summer and fall.
on November 11. They will have
tickets available at our annual
conference in September. Proceeds
from the raffle go toward
scholarships for graduating
seniors in their area.

The drawing is

Northern

17 Mile

Brenda Sadler, President
April 21, 2026

Hello Everyone! The 17 Mile gals
are slowly thawing out from our
chilly winter, BUT we cancelled
only two weekly work parties
cause it was below -40. Way to go
GIRLS!!!!

We now have FIVE new members:
Carol, Pam, Kim, Meghan and
Ruth!!!! We're so happy to have

you in 17 MILE!
As far as what 17 Mile is up to:
1. two new products for bazaars

- zipper pulls and dog scarves
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2. upcoming spring events:

SALCHA Senior Center
Bazaar

Ornamentary Sales,

Junk in Your Trunk (our annual
garage sale)

Earth Day Fair - Ellie and I
will guide children in making a
mosaic with bottle caps, PLUS try
other "upcycled" tasks.

3. We just made 500 color-copies
of “Catch Em In The Cradle”.

4. A new monthly financial
report was created.

5. Per our tradition, a book was
purchased for the North Pole
Library in deceased members Barb
Thoma’s and Alma Rider's names.

Spring

AND FINALLY, giant hoorahs to:

the POM POM Team - Cindy, Linn,
Ruthie, Carol, June, Ruth and
Lamae who have created hundreds
of hats for newborns, homeless,

and seniors

the BURP BIB Team - Dianne,
Addie, Linn, Candy who have
stitched hundreds of bibs for
Moms and their babes

Our Painter - Who Just had her
95th Birthday — Ellie Herrera

The Rest of Us - We work hard,
too!

We will be electing President and
Vice President in June which the
Nominating Committee is working
on.

Take Care Everyone



Alaska Association for Family & Community Education
State Board Meeting
Minutes
April 21, 2026

Call to order: 10:09 a.m.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.
Alaska Homemakers’ Creed was read by Mabel Quilliam.

Roll Call was taken and those present were President Mabel Quilliam,
Vice President Rosie Burgess, Secretary TJ Barnes, Treasurer Jill
Martinson, Historian Sharon Taylor, Editor Rieta Walker, Membership
Barbara Thomas, Homer district Anita Harry, Mat-Su district Lina
Lopez, Northern district Brenda Sadler. Others from Northern were
Diane Doody, Marleyne Hunter, Addie Lazarus, and Linn Vander Molen. No
Anchorage representative. [Editor’s note: Article VIII, Section 1.
State Board Members: The State Board shall consist of the Executive
Committee, Coordinators of the Standing Committees and two (2)
certified representatives from each District Association.]

Approval of the Agenda - Discussion included moving the 2025 Alaska
FCE Annual Conference Final Accounting Report from Unfinished Business
to immediately follow the Treasurer's Report. Rosie Burgess moved to
accept the Agenda as changed. Motion was seconded by Addie Lazarus.
All were in favor. Motion to accept passed.

Minutes of the Last Meeting - TJ Barnes stated she had not received
any corrections since the Minutes were printed in FaCEs. Barbara
Thomas motioned to accept the Minutes as printed in FaCEs. Jill
Martinson seconded. All were in favor. Motion to accept the Minutes
passed.

Treasurer's Report - read by Jill Martinson who gave a copy to the
President, the FaCEs Editor, and the Secretary. The report will be
printed in FaCEs. The Treasurer's Report is accepted subject to audit.

The 2025 Alaska FCE Annual Conference Final Accounting Report was
sent to the same individuals and will be printed in FaCEs. Regarding
the surplus, Barbara Thomas motioned we use it to address the 2026
Alaska FCE Annual Conference Registration Fee. Rosie Burgess seconded.
All were in favor, and the motion passed. The Final Accounting Report
is accepted, subject to audit.

Officers Reports: All written copies to be sent to the Secretary and
the FaCEs Editor to be printed in FaCEs. Deadline to submit reports to
Rieta Walker is May 15.
President - Mabel Quilliam: read report and submitted copies.
Vice President - Rosie Burgess: read report and submitted copies.
Secretary - TJ Barnes: Nothing further except to say all reports
must be received by the Secretary and the FaCEs Editor by May 15.
Treasurer - Jill Martinson: Nothing further than the above
reports.
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Historian - Sharon Taylor: Report read by Rieta Walker who agreed
to send it to the Secretary.

District President's Reports:
Anchorage - Not present. [See Correspondence and FaCEs]
Homer - Rosie Burgess: Read report which was e-mailed.
Mat-Su - Barbara Thomas: Read report which was e-mailed.
Northern - Brenda Sadler: Read report which Rieta agreed to
e-mail to TJ.

Correspondence & Announcements: Mabel Quilliam says she has spoken to
Nancy Heckart who says she's doing okay. Vi Markson passed away.
Barbara Thomas sent the obituary to Mary Hansel rather than to Sharon
Taylor. The ACWW Triennial Meeting is happening this Saturday in
Ottawa, Canada, and Barbara Thomas is going. Also, Jill Martinson
announced the arrival of her newest grandson.

CES Update - No Representative present.

Standing Committee Reports:

FaCEs - Rieta Walker: Read report and will print it in FaCEs.

Finance & Budget: Discussion ensued as Nancy Heckart is
unavailable. Mabel asked if we need a new chair. Upon further
discussion, Barbara Thomas offered that since Mat-Su District is in
charge of organizing the Annual Conference this year, that Mat-Su
District will be the Finance & Budget Chair for this year and the new
Alaska FCE President will need to appoint a new Chair for the
following year.

Membership - Barbara Thomas: Read e-mailed report and it will be
printed in FaCEs.

Heart of FCE - Kathy Huston, not present. Barbara Thomas
announced the winner for 2026 is Jill Martinson. Rieta Walker has
asked Kathy to send the information of the nominees to her for FaCEs.
Barb also mentioned something about speaking to someone at NAFCE
regarding the pin Bonnie Shurtleff was to have received.

Unfinished Business:

Handbook Printing/Bylaw Correction: The Bylaws are not up to date
since the 2023 change to Standing Rule #4. The new wording of Standing
Rule #4 is now "Alaska FCE shall pay an amount based on available
funds as determined during the annual budget process for the
registration fees, not including class fees and travel, for each
officer and the FaCEs Editor to attend the Annual Conference." This
quote was taken from the Minutes of the 2024 State Spring Board
Meeting on April 24, 2024. Once the wording of the Bylaws has been
updated, it will be up to each district to print their own copy.

New Business:

2026 Alaska FCE Annual Conference-Mat - Su District, Barbara
Thomas. There will be a Conference Planning Meeting following this
meeting today. Look for a report to be printed in FaCEs. We are
looking for artwork to correspond with the theme which is "Harvest of
Knowledge". If the artwork is available to share in FaCEs by the May
15 deadline, please submit it to Rieta.
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National FCE "Ninety Years of Memories" booklet: A notice asking
for contributions was printed on the final page of the FCE TODAY;
Barbara Thomas read it for us and asked if Rieta would include it in
FaCEs.

Appointment of Committees:

Nominating - No volunteers at this time. Barbara Thomas
said she would get back to Mabel with a representative from Mat-Su.
Marleyne Hunter stepped up to volunteer for Northern District. Anita
Harry will represent Homer. Mabel said she would call Anchorage
District for a volunteer. We need to fill the offices of President,
Secretary, and Treasurer.

Adjourned: 11:40 a.m.

2025 Conference Treasurer’s Report

Mat-Su District

April 21, 2025
Income:
Registration + 11,249.00
Total Income $11,249.00
Expenses:
Conference Center $10,345.00
Postage and printing 73.00
Candy 29.86
Class Fees + 124.00
Total expenses - 10,571.86
Balance S 677.14
Registration income breakdown
Registration $20x26 $520.00
Room and board $394x26 10,244.00
Class Fees 124.00
Late Fee S5x6 30.00
Extra banquet $20x5 100.00
Special meals 176.00
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Alaska FCE State Treasurer Report

April 21, 2026

Income: National Registration $2592.00
State Membership 785.00
Donations for National 73.93
Donation to state 502.50
Total income $3953.43
Balance plus Income $10861.09
Expenses: National Registration $2592.00
Donation to National 73.93
Heart of FCE 100.00
postage +36.47
Total expenses $2802.4
Final Balance $8058.69
Dedicated Funds
State Scholarship fund $1000.00
National Delegate Fund $2000.00
State Conference Development Fund +$1500.00
Total Dedicated funds $4500.00
Conference Surplus 677.14
Total 5177.14
Working budget $2881.55
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2025 Alaska FCE Conference Evaluations Summary
2025 Vice President, Sue Selk

(annual conference held on 9/22-26/2025 @Camp Maranatha in Big
Lake, AK)

As your Alaska FCE Vice President it was my job to gather everyone’s
completed class and overall evaluation forms at the annual conference,
then read and summarize them into a report for our leadership to be
informed of the attendee’'s experiences and opinions to help in
planning future state conferences. After going thru all the
evaluations that I received back, I can conclude that our 2025 Alaska
FCE Annual Conference was a success as our annual educational and
social gathering event, and that it was enjoyed by 16 full-time
attendees (16 turned in evals) and a few more part-timers and guests.
The conference planning this time was done by a “committee” of FCE
members from across the state, which was a bit more challenging with
“zoom” meetings to organize, and different parts handled by people
separated by large distances and communication challenges. However,
with great effort by several talented planning “superstars”, the 2025
conference came together nicely to be a positive experience for all
attendees, and we owe a huge Thank You to all who contributed in so
many ways!

According to evaluations turned in, this year'’s General Sessions were
reported to be very interesting and educational. We enjoyed
presentations on a variety of topics, including, our organization'’s 75
year annual conference history shared by longtime member Barbara
Thomas, a true Alaska Native perspective shared by a Yupik kuspuk-
crafting friend, a very interesting Matanuska Experiment Farm Update
reported by director Nelson Crone, an informative talk on Mental
Health First Aide by our favorite CES agent Leslie Shallcross, and an
eye-opening talk and discussion on Elder Abuse by a representative
from the STAR organization in Anchorage. The various Class Sessions
offered this year were expertly taught by several FCE club members
(even some as their first time to teach!) and/or knowledgeable friends
they brought in to teach. Some of the class choices were crafts (a
few denim craft projects following the conference theme, “Denim and
Diamonds”, also felting, painting bottles, skin sewing, beading,
etc.), food preparation (from cakes to spring rolls to perogies!),
cell-phone photography, and Nutrition and Essential Oils. There were
lots of choices (too many, some said!), so something for everyone to
enjoy learning (or trying, or tasting!), and all with the purpose of
bringing some new-found knowledge back home to share with our local
clubs, families, and communities. A few suggestions for future classes
I found in the comments were, “more about natural remedies and Alaska
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Native culture”, “an update on the Experiment Farm by Mr. Crone”,
“love all the craft classes!”, “it’s very helpful to get ‘handouts’
for the classes to help remember what was taught”, and many commented
that they enjoyed learning from their fellow FCE members who bravely
stepped up to share something new and fun with their “sisters”, and of
course, the knowledge shared by our wonderful Cooperative Extension
agents is always well received and very educational! Thank You to all
the wonderful presenters at this year’s annual conference!

Again in 2025, most evaluations were very positive about the location
of the conference, the food, and the helpful staff at Camp Maranatha,
with a few comments and suggestions, as usual, for camp staff on some
facility issues and food preferences, but mostly just well-intentioned
constructive criticism and/or positive comments about the lovely
lakeside setting, the comfy 2-person sleeping rooms, the friendly and
accommodating camp staff, and the variety of good food served up 3x/
day, all at a very reasonable price! One interesting comment was a
suggestion to draw names for room assignments to “mix it up” between
groups or clubs that tend to stick together! I personally do enjoy
rooming with someone new each year to get to know new people, but I
also understand that that’s not everyone’s “cup of tea”! Some also
expressed the desire to have the next conference in Fairbanks (back to
our “roots”) for a change from several years of Southcentral
conference locations. We will see if that is possible in the near
future. As for this fall’s 2026 Alaska FCE Annual Conference,
planning is already underway to have it once more at the beautiful
Camp Maranatha in Big Lake, AK, so I hope to see you all there in
September. !

In conclusion, our 2025 Alaska FCE Annual Conference was “rated” as
“Excellent” (12), or “Good”(3), or at least “Fair” (1) by the attendees
who turned in their Overall Evaluation forms, and they obviously
appreciated the “many hands” that were involved in bringing it all
together! And just a reminder to share with your club members and
friends, besides all the learning opportunities, there are lots of
other happenings to enjoy at our annual conferences, such as, fun game
nights, songs and s’'mores around the campfire, the yearly “Ways and
Means” white elephant sale, our annual business meeting, a lovely
memorial service for members lost, the all-group kuspuk photo, and
lots and lots of visiting and catching up with friends old and new
from around the state, and best of all, just relaxing together for a
week (without house chores and other responsibilities!) at this
beautiful retreat by the lakeside! I hope everyone who reads this
will try their best to join the fun at our next annual conference,
and/or bring a friend! We sure look forward to seeing you all again!
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So, I have served my 2 terms (4 years) as your state Vice President
and now turn the job over to Rosie B., as she was elected for the next
2 years. Thank you all for your patience with me, as I'm not always
very punctual, but I try! I really enjoyed teaching a class at
conference this time, too, and I encourage all FCE members to take a
turn at a leadership role in your FCE clubs, or even at district or
state level, and/or volunteer to teach a class (or bring in a
presenter you know of!) to share your knowledge and passion with
others. It’s really not that hard, and you will have plenty of support
of course, as they say, “many hands make light work”, and we are all
in this together, so let’s together continue to make our Alaska FCE
organization something to be proud of and a place we all want to
invite a friend! Thanks, everyone!

Respectfully submitted, Sue Selk, Alaska FCE “ex” State Vice
President

Personal from Mabel Quilliam
Alaska FCE President
April 2026

First of all I want to thank every one of you for electing me as your
President. This is my 4th year, and we will be electing a new
President, Treasurer and Secretary. So start thinking now who you will
want to replace them.

My winter has been rather eventful. Two weeks before we were to go on
a cruise, I was in a car wreck. I totaled the car and almost totaled
myself. I had a brain bleed and was in ICU for 3 days, I had a crushed
wrist that required surgery and a steel plate put in, plus a broken
finger bone. I had 9 ribs broken in several places, a broken sternum,
and the muscles in my left leg that were the size of a baseball. I was
in the hospital for a week doing physical therapy so that I could go
on the cruise.

It was a Country Western Cruise with Keith Urban . . . . It was a 7
day cruise to the Bahamas, so there was no way I was going to not go.
I rented an electric scooter since I was not able to walk with my left
leg. Even though I was in a lot of pain, I had a good time.

We then went to Green Turtle Cay in the Bahamas and spent a week with
my stepson and his wife. It was a way of relaxing and getting out of

the things I would have had to do at home. I still can’t use my left

hand, my fingers are still swollen and very painful.

We are trying to finish the house that we started building in 2006.

We’'ve got the kitchen cabinets in and some of the floors and painting
done.
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Now it is time to start planting my garden and I am really frustrated
that I can’t use my hand to carry anything.

I have really enjoyed being State President and hope that I have done
all that I should have.

Personal from Sharon Taylor
Alaska FCE Historian

It has been a long snowy winter and spring, I guess fall too. But [my
husband and I] were gone from September through December 20. We flew
to Anchorage, had my Alaska FCE conference and our medical
appointments. Then we drove to northwestern Pennsylvania. We visited
with family and friends and had to have oral surgery for our six year
old King Charles Spaniel Betsy. In late November we left to drive
back home. We visited my sister DeeDee and family in Nicholasville,
KY. Then we visited our dear friend Annie Leach in Fulton, MO. Then on
to Wichita, KS to visit our nephew Kevin and family. Next came my son
Ryan and daughter Juliana in Colorado for a week. Heading north toward
Haines to catch the ferry, we hit a mule deer outside Great Falls, MT.
We had to leave our car there and fly home from Montana. There was no
snow after we left Pennsylvania, in a snow storm, until we got back to
Petersburg. I have a feeling that God may have saved us a lot of
trouble because there were avalanches and road closures north of
Haines. When we got home we had four feet of snow which was only the
beginning of a long winter.

Ellie Herrera’'s idea of “Harvest of Knowledge”

RVEST OF
HA%&%LEDGE
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